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To all Gonzaga Campus families 

To all teaching and non-teaching staff 
 

Palermo, 02 September 2022  
 

Subject: 2022/2023 school year: indications for the new start 
 

Dear all, 

I wish everyone a good return to the life of our campus after the summer break which I hope was a time to 

recharge for the body and the spirit and a time found to enjoy the beauty of family relationships.  

 

A few weeks ago we resumed our activities to prepare for the new school year which promises to be full of 
news. In this long circular I will highlight the changes and give you some practical indications for a peaceful 
start. 
I summarize them below, presenting the index of the various paragraphs of the circular: 
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 Welcome to the new members 
Before talking about the news, however, I would like to welcome the families and students who are 
entering the large campus community for the first time this year: we are happy to share our educational 
dream with you and as soon as possible we will have the opportunity to meet to reinforce our educational 
pact. 

 

 Starting dates of the school and sports year 
As already communicated before the holidays, the activities will resume according to the following 

calendar: 

 

 ISP Students: 7 September; 
 Inizio pre-accoglienza per i nuovi iscritti alla scuola dell’Infanzia: 07 settembre; 
 Inizio scuola dell’infanzia per tutti: 12 settembre; 
 Scuola Primaria (prime classi): 13 settembre; 
 Scuola Primaria (seconde, terze, quarte e quinte classi): 14 settembre; 
 Scuola Secondaria di I grado: 14 settembre; 
 Scuola Secondaria di II grado: 14 settembre. 
 Start of registration for the Polisportiva: Tuesday 06 September. 
 Polisportiva afternoon courses start: Monday 03 October. 

 
Other specific information, on the timetables and other details for the first days, the teaching staff, on the 
start of the afternoon workshops and clubs, will be sent in the coming days by the coordinators. 

 

 New responsabilities 
Our community presents some news at the beginning of the new year. This summer, the Jesuit Provincial's 
decision to entrust the responsibility of the elderly in the professed home to Father Pierluigi De Lucia came 
to fruition, a very important mission for which Pierluigi's gifts of attention and care will be very precious. 
Thus ends his experience here at Gonzaga where he was responsible for the pastoral care of the whole 
school but above all the companion and friend of many educators and tireless companion of the human 
and spiritual growth of the children. 
 
Certainly every pupil felt loved by Pierluigi who, with his paternal heart, made God's love present in the 
growth of so many of our students. example of his total dedication to the mission. We are sure that we will 
always remain in the prayers and affection of Pierluigi who with his memory will remember many moments 
spent together and the names and faces of our most precious gift: our children and teenagers. 
Next year Fr Daniele Volpetti will take over responsibility for pastoral care. He arrived last year and 
immediately won the trust and affection first of all of the children, but also of the teachers and families. An 
important piece of his life begins and we are happy that he will be able to give Gonzaga so much 
educational and relational passion by helping the whole community to walk together. We will accompany 
him with joy this year on his journey towards the priesthood in the Society of Jesus. 
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With him there will be two new young Jesuits who live with us the time of the Magisterium: Marco Garbani 
and Maciek Gruca, who continue the presence among the boys, made last year with much fruit by Giacomo 
Andreetta, Mateusz Odachowski, Ciprian Prajisteanu , and Italo Prisco who, as we know, left to continue 
their studies and who will always remain in our hearts. Welcome and good luck! 
 
Thinking of other changes affecting people, I cannot fail to mention Professor Betti Cristina, a column of our 
School, who has retired. The magic of school is made by everyday life and by the great things that often 
happen in small gestures and moments. How can we forget Betti's welcome for the delays and his tireless 
commitment to ensure that everything was always in order for the good of the boys. She too leaves us a 
precious witness that reminds us of the heart of the educational mission. Next year Prof. Princiotta will be 
deputy didactic coordinator of Medie, who in recent years has been appreciated for her seriousness and 
rigor along with her great humanity. 
 
Even in Liceo we must say a sorry and moved greeting but also grateful and open to the future: Professor 
Buttitta, whom we have all known for her intellectual and human talents, recognized her path of service in 
her university commitment and for this reason with some regret , but with the serenity that accompanies 
authentic decisions, he will leave the School. A special thanks to you also from me for all the help you 
received as vice principal of the high school. 
The vice presidency of the Liceo will be entrusted to prof. Castelli, a person of great inner depth as well as 
cultural and prof. Pulvirenti, a person capable of a careful and far-sighted look. 
 
With the precious legacy of those who leave us and the new energy of those who take responsibility, we 
leave for the new year. The occasion is propitious to thank all those who take on small and large 
responsibilities for Gonzaga. Responsibility is for us a precious service that allows the community to move 
forward and everyone to blossom into their own originality. Other changes of teachers and responsibilities 
will be communicated in the various complexes. The reasons for the absences are various and among them 
a certain number of new births which are a joy for our community. We will accompany these steps and we 
will try to do our part for the good of the Campus. 

 

 School News  
1. Looking at the enrollments, we can certainly say that our community is growing in almost all 

sectors and at the beginning of the year we reached a number of 1050 students. Our International 
School is now a complete path that begins, perhaps also thanks to last year's diploma, to be better 
known and chosen also at an international level.  
 

2. In the Italian school I want to mention two important lines of growth. 
 
In the Primaria, where we begin the full-time experience this year: it is an orientation of the whole 
European school (see also PNRR) and an opportunity for us in the logic of the campus. 
Full time (40 hours per week) is not an increase in teaching hours, accumulating more content, but 
it is promoting a way of learning that is different and more consistent with the needs of the world 
of tomorrow, which gives space above all to personal reflection and integral / holistic training of all 
aspects of the person. 
Some important innovations are foreseen with the inclusion, in the educational system, of some 
activities and disciplines that respond, even more, to the concept of integral education of the pupil 
with reference to the constitutive dimensions of the person  
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(1- physical dimension 2- cognitive dimension - 3. emotional / affective dimension 4- relational / 
communicative dimension 5- spiritual dimension), which require specific educational proposals and 
above all adequate time to be accompanied. 

 
Compared to the current organization, the possibility of accompanying the development of the 
talents of each child in areas that deserve to be taken into consideration such as the arts, sport, 
informal learning or with other formal disciplines, in particular languages, is implemented. which 
are used with rigor and attention in the paths of global citizenship, with the hope of growing in 
harmony with creation and to ensure that future generations are able to truly become men and 
women for and with others. 
Basically, the hours of English that the students will use become nine; the Spanish language teacher 
(two hours a week for a total of seventy hours a year) introduces a new culture into the teaching 
system, the sports disciplines (for a total of 45 hours a year) give the students the opportunity to 
acquire a new awareness of one's physical, logical and healthy competition abilities, and further 
possibilities for "meaningful choices" with respect to one's own paths of maturation; the theater 
and music teachers (for the remaining 25 hours) will then accompany the children in deepening 
their knowledge of themselves and the world of feelings, learning to recognize them and express 
them with the right emotional charge. 
In the Liceo, in line with the promotion of sport on our campus, we decided to train an additional 
class of the sports science high school. For this reason, in addition to the first three classes whose 
numbers are increasingly consolidated, we are also opening class IV scientific sports this year. We 
already have a group of pupils who will fit into this class. 
I was pleased to inform you of this further possibility knowing that it can arouse interest in the city, 
precisely because of the seriousness of our scientific high school sports proposal. 
 

 Work on the campus structure 
I would like to tell you that in the first part of the year, our campus will be involved in a series of 
structural works that will mainly concern the redevelopment of the outdoor spaces, especially the 
sports ones and the Casina Withaker. Certainly we will have to face some logistical difficulties that I 
introduce in this letter, but it seems important to me to precede the technical and logistical 
information with the meaning and value of what we want to do to give more and more body to the 
idea of Campus. 

 

 “Progetto Sport a tutto campus” 
One of the aspects that in times of pandemic has been evident as an element of 
uniqueness of the Gonzaga Campus also in the city landscape is the breadth and beauty of 
the outdoor space that can be further enhanced as a space for education. 
The interventions made on the structure for the full respect of the health and safety of 
places and people, also represent a clear message of a new way of living the school in a 
welcoming, stimulating, modern environment and of a new way of educating to respect of 
the "common home". 
Further attention to sports spaces is part of the enhancement of outdoor spaces but also of the 
progressive development of the same idea of campus where at the center there is the person in all 
the dimensions of his growth. This is why a major redevelopment project for the sporting part will 
take place from September 2022. The dream is to help people to grow, to become themselves, to 
put their talents at the service of others, more and more also through sport and its values. 
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“Sport a tutto campus” envisages the development of an integrated Ignatian sports planning 
(School - ISP - Polisportiva) on the one hand, and a modernization, redevelopment and expansion 
of sports spaces , on the other. 

 

a) What does this new Ignatian sporting project mean? 
- a closer synergy of the Polisportiva with the school part, in a shared mission of integral growth 

of the person; 
- the definition of an integrated vertical and transversal school curriculum (school & sport) from 

childhood - pre-school to high school / IB Diploma. The start of full-time primary school with 
the inclusion of sports disciplines, the medium-sized sports course and the Liceo Scientifico 
Sportivo, indicate the investment that we have been making in recent years in this perspective; 

- harmonize the continuity between school leaving times and the start of afternoon sports 
activities with accompaniment to the sports fields by our instructors and volunteers; 

- strengthen preparatory sports (psychomotor skills for children aged 3 to 5, martial arts - ju 
jitsu, chess);  

- take care of the Ignatian training of sports operators according to the guidelines of the Jesuit 
Education Foundation;  
 

b) What does the redevelopment of sports facilities mean? 
To achieve this new sports planning, from September 2022 some interventions will be carried out:  
- the multipurpose marquee (currently located in front of the bar) will be moved to the current 

parking lot and will be expanded and modernized; it was in fact a provisional structure that the 
superintendence had authorized only provisionally and which in recent months has asked us to 
move and make it more stable; 

- a battery of changing rooms more suited to our sporting activity will be built near the new 
marquee; 

- new basketball / volleyball court will be built in the space left free following the movement 
of the marquee; 
A second tennis court will be created in the area commonly referred to as "villa" (near the exit 
of via Marchese Ugo), while the existing tennis court, near the central concierge, will be 
immediately redeveloped; in this way it will be possible to create a real Gonzaga tennis school. 
To these interventions are added the redevelopment of two football fields which were 
modernized already during the last school year. 
 

c) The reasons for this redevelopment respond to a long-term goal that we have set ourselves for the 
next few years: "making the campus increasingly sustainable in a perspective of integral ecology": 
modernizing the structures according to adequate energy and environmental criteria and 
promoting a way of living spaces attentive to relationships and the various dimensions of the 
person. This is why in the coming years we will give more and more space and a series of 
interventions: 
- To organize spaces for outdoor education so as to make outdoor spaces usable for school 

activities (outdoor classrooms, amphitheaters, reading areas ...) and the creation of new 
games, tables and chairs.  
tto improve separate collection by continuing to reduce, up to the complete elimination, the 
use of plastic; 
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- To increase sustainable energy (through solar panels, solar benches, electric car charging 
points, solar outdoor lighting, low consumption indoor and outdoor lighting). 

 

1. Renovation of Villa Lisetta (Casina Whitaker) 
Not everyone knows that Villa Lisetta was a rustic cottage immersed in the park that belonged to the 
Whitaker family and was subsequently sold to the Jesuit Fathers who made it the first original nucleus 
of the "Collegio Gonzaga" of Palermo, with just two classes and just over thirty pupils. From there 
begins the history of the Jesuit college in Palermo after the suppression and our history. 
During this school year, the Casina Whitaker on our campus is preparing for a conservative restoration 
for an overall redevelopment, which involves various maintenance and redistribution of the interior, 
structural consolidation and construction of systems. 
The rooms of Villa Lisetta will house all the management, administration, secretarial and 
communication offices of the campus. These offices, currently located inside the cottage, will be moved 
to the School building on the ground floor during this school year. We will, however, give specific 
communications on this later. 
 

 Access to campus areas 
Always, in life, high ideals and projects require sacrifices from us. Even these works will involve some 
inconvenience in the logistics that I anticipate here in a general way. Some parking spaces in via 
Mattarella 42, reserved for cars, will no longer be available. To mitigate the inconvenience we are 
taking steps to recover some places in other areas of the campus. In the various phases of the 
construction sites we will indicate the stopping points for the parents of the youngest children, while 
starting from the third primary and from grade 4 the central entrance (San Giuseppe concierge) will 
operate in the way we already know (release and taking of the students). The remaining parking spaces 
will be made available only to employees. On this, in the next few days, before the school starts, I will 
send a specific communication with information on access points, times and methods for parking and 
parking.  
 

 Introduction to school life 
I would like to introduce you to some general communications on the organization of the school year, 
which will obviously be complemented by those specific to each sector. 
 

Indications on the new measures for Covid  

As you have certainly already known, for this school year we intend to change a little policy to combat 
Sars CoV-2: in fact, we have moved on to mitigation strategies. Priority objectives, in relation to the 
epidemiological framework and progressively available evidence, are school continuity in the presence 
and the minimum possible impact of the mitigation measures, on didactic and educational activities. 
The Ministry of Education has issued basic prevention guidelines which I present below:  
a) no form of preventive body temperature check is required to access the school premises;  

 
b) Pupils cannot stay at school in the following cases: 
- symptoms compatible with covid-19 (Acute respiratory symptoms - cough and / or cold - with 

difficulty in breathing, vomiting, diarrhea, loss of taste, loss of smell, severe headache). 
- body temperature above 37.5 °. 

- a swab tested positive to sars-CoV-2. 
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On the other hand, children and students with mild respiratory symptoms and in good general 

conditions who do not have fever are allowed to stay at school. In children, rhinorrhea (cold) alone is a 

frequent condition and cannot always be a reason for not attending or leaving school in the absence of 

fever. In these cases, various precautions are recommended for children starting from infancy 

(including the use of a mask). 

 

c) Management of suspected covid cases that emerge during the school day 
 
School staff, children or students who present symptoms indicative of Sars-CoV-2 infection during the 
school day are hosted in the dedicated room or isolation area, specially prepared and, in the case of 
children or underage pupils, will be notified the parents. The person concerned will reach his home and 
follow the instructions of the general practitioner or pediatrician duly informed. 
 
a) Management of positive cases 

At the moment, people who have tested positive to SARS-CoV-2 are subjected to the measurement of 
isolation. To return to school, a negative test result (molecular or antigenic) is required at the end of 
isolation. 
 
b) Management of contacts with positive cases 

There are no special measures for the school context. The general rules envisaged for contacts in 
confirmed COVID-19 cases apply as indicated last by the Circular of the Ministry of Health n. 019680 of 
03/30/2022 "New ways of managing cases and close contacts in COVID19 cases". 
 
c) Integrated digital education (DDI) 

The special legislation for the school context linked to the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which allowed school 
activities to be followed in the mode of integrated digital teaching, ceases to be effective with the end 
of the 2021/2022 school year. 
 
These measures obviously apply in the current framework; the legislation provides for some extra 
precautions in the event that the situation worsens and evidently a critical situation will require further 
regulatory interventions. However, we are starting the year with confidence and we are happy that we 
intend to give priority to the participation of even the smallest in the richness of school life, while 
always in a situation of careful protection of everyone's health 

 

 School Uniforms 
As is known, since last year the school uniform, both for the School and for the International School 
Palermo, has been renewed in terms of design, fabrics, range of products and supplier and after the 
first year I can say that in general it is registered some satisfaction. I provide some operational 
indications: 
- all the items provided are already available and the sizes are all assorted; 
- unlike last year you will no longer have to make reservations, request appointments, or wait for 

deliveries for weeks: you can already buy comfortably from your PC, tablet or smartphone on 
gonzagastore.it 
It is also possible to access the dedicated site through the Home Page of the campus site, by 
clicking on the "New School Uniforms" box; 
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- parents of new members, in particular those who have not yet had the opportunity to contact the 
representatives of the shop or the online store, can do so by phone or by sending a whatsapp 
message to the dedicated customer care number +393515675337, where they will be given all the 
relevant information;  

- it is worth underlining that size changes are always guaranteed and do not involve additional costs. 
So if one or more items purchased do not fit, all you have to do is contact the customer care who 
will promptly change them;  

- the physical store remains located closet o the main entrance of Via P. Mattarella 38 and will 
respect the following openings: from 06 September to 31 October: Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, 8-12 am; 14-17. From November: Tuesday and Thursday, 8-12.30; 14-17.30. (any changes 
will be communicated in time). 

- at the point of sale it will be possible to receive the size changes requested from customer care 
and carry out any measurements of the garments. 

- upon request of a significant representation of parents, the range of articles provided for the 
uniform has been integrated with the following items:  
a) Spring-summer jumpsuit. Same model as the fleece, but made of a much lighter fabric (the 

same used for the t-shirt) which makes it particularly suitable for wearing in "mezzi tempi ", 
typically in the months of September, October, April, May;  

b) the winter model is unisex and covers sizes from 18 months to adult XXXL, so it is supplied to all 
classes of the School and the ISP. 

c) Spring-summer cotton trousers, blue color. Same model as those in checked and solid blue 
poly-viscose, but much lighter, particularly suitable to be worn in the "half times", typically in 
the months of September, October, April, May; this garment covers sizes from 18 months to 
adult XXL, so it is supplied to all classes of the School and the ISP. 

 

d) Long sleeve T-shirt. Made in the same stretch fabric as the half sleeve t-shirt, 
this unisex garment (which is characterized by a print that refers to the iconic sweatshirt) 
it is suitable for sports activities during the autumn-winter months. It covers the 
sizes from 6 years to adult M, is supplied to the Primary / Primary School classes 
and Media / Middle School. 

 

The uniform provider will periodically send out newsletters to give you further insights. 

In the end I would like to remind you that the uniform is mandatory for all sectors, from Childhood 
to High Schools, from Pre-School to the Diploma Program. The obligation applies both to "sports" 
garments (tracksuits, t-shirts, bermuda shorts) and to formal garments (shirts, polo shirts, trousers, 
skirts, cardigans, vests, pullovers, jackets, suits). The challenge is to motivate all students to wear 
the uniform, helping them to understand the reasons and values behind this choice, and arousing 
in them the enthusiasm to be part of a beautiful and important educational project 
 

 Textbooks 
It is necessary to purchase textbooks by consulting the list that you can find on our website, or by 
clicking directly on the following link https://gonzagascuola.it/libri-di-testo/ 
Books must be purchased only by students of the Italian school (from Primary to High Schools). 
For ISP students, the textbooks will be provided by the school. 
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 Canteen Service 
Also this year our experience with the Pellegrini Company continues. 

The canteen service will resume as follows: 

- For all ISP students: 12 September 

- For all students of the Italian School: September 19th 

In case of certified food allergies or intolerances, in order to start the canteen service procedure, the 

medical certification must be sent to the following addresses: 

- Italian school at: segreteria@gonzagapalermo.it 

- International School to: segreteriaisp@gonzagapalermo.it 

 

 Bar 
From September, access to the bar will also be allowed for parents 
For those wishing to get in touch by telephone with Mrs. Stefania Belli, her number is below: 
3383067812  
 

 Channels and methods of communication 
a) Institutional communication: Electronic Register 

Communication with families will take place through the school's official communication channels. 
It is suggested that you make sure you have access to them and consult them regularly. 
In particular, all official communications will be delivered through the two electronic registers: 
MasterCom for families and students of the Italian school; ManageBac for families and students of 
the International School Palermo. 
To facilitate the experience of communication with the school, the Gonzaga provides parents of 
infancy and primary / pre-school and primary school children with an e-mail address for each 
family (in the case of several children they are numbered in a progressive 1,2,3…). 
For middle and high school / middle and high school students, the institutional address is assigned 
directly to the student. It is important to make sure you have access to these communication tools. 
For clarification on how to access the register, I am attaching a handbook on the use of the 
electronic register to this letter. For any doubts, clarifications, problems or assistance, you can 
send an email to the secretariat or IT office, to the addresses listed in the "contacts" attachment. 

 

b) Informal communication: websites and social networks 
It will be possible to keep up-to-date on all the campus news also through the news sections and 
the calendar of appointments shown on the website: www.gonzagacampus.it 
It contains all the news of common interest and concerning both the Italian school and the 
international school and the Polisportiva. 
We will continue to update you and tell you about the beauty that is created every day within the 
Campus, also through the Facebook and Instagram pages: "Gonzaga Campus - Palermo", the only 
social reference for the different realities of the campus. 
 

c) WhatsApp Service: info  
                To receive information, you can send a WhatsApp message to the number: 3517124646 
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 Appointments with the coordinators 

Our didactic coordinators are always available for any individual appointments, both online and face-
to-face. It is possible to make an appointment by clicking on the following link 
 

https://gonzagacampus.it/prenota-appuntamento 
selecting the school sector of interest and choosing from the available dates and time slots of the 
coordinator you wish to meet.  

 

 Offices opening times 
Our secretarial and administration offices receive, without appointment, from Monday to Friday, from 
08:30 to 13:30. 
To contact the offices, you may: 
a) Send an email to: 
- Administration office: amministrazione@gonzagapalermo.it 
- Secretary Office: 

SCUOLA INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL PALERMO POLISPORTIVA 

segreteria@gonzagapalermo.it  segreteriaisp@gonzagapalermo.it  segreteria@gonzagapolisportiva.it  

 
b) Contact the number 091.302093 (by asking the Secretariat or the Administration) 

c) For any doubts, questions or information, you can also send a message to the campus 
WhatsApp service by clicking here: https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=393517124646 

 

 Let’s walk together! 
I would like to conclude with an invitation that comes to us from the time the Church is living: the 
preparation for the synod which suggests that we listen to each other and walk together. The different 
situation of the pandemic will allow us perhaps even more than in recent years to create moments of 
encounter and training with families and to try to walk more and more together in a world that 
unfortunately is choosing other logics and imposing a violence that does not do good to anyone. 
In the meantime, I am pleased to share that we as a community of educators, teachers, assistants, all 
staff, coaches of the sports center, civil service volunteers (this year too we have about fifty young 
people engaged in this experience) we will meet again on Monday 05 September for a day of fraternity 
in which to share the desire to continue walking together. During the day our secretarial and 
administration offices will be closed and the didactic coordinators will not be available for interviews. It 
will be an opportunity to strengthen the deep motivations of our educational action and also to 
prepare internally for the meeting with our students. 
I just have to wish everyone a happy new start to the school year and to send an affectionate greeting 
to each of you. 

                                                              P. Vitangelo Carlo Maria Denora SJ 

                                                                                                                                      General Director 
 

 

 

For the guide to the use of the electronic register for parents of the International School Palermo 
(MangeBac) click here: https://youtu.be/ghdPR5dkkLo 

        Attached to the circular: 

Allegato C: Contacts, emails offices, services, coordinators. 
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